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Child and Youth Protection Policies

I.  Introduction

The safety and well-being of our children and youth are of upmost importance to Celebration 
Baptist Church.  We recognize a responsibility to endeavor to protect children and youth while they 
are involved in church activities.  We believe it is our call  to care for our children/youth, to protect 
them, and to provide a sanctuary for them.  These policies are in addition to existing policies and 
guidelines for staff, employees, and church volunteers.   Based on our commitment to provide a safe 
church environment, we have adopted these policies to help:

-Safeguard children and youth while they are participating in church activities and while on church 
property.

-Protect church staff, volunteers, and members from unfounded allegations of child abuse.

-Limit the Church’s liability related to child abuse issues.

II. Definitions

A.  The terms “children” and “youth” are used interchangeably to denote all  people eighteen 
(18) years of age and younger.

B.  Child abuse is defined by New Mexico law.  For purposes of this policy, child abuse can 
also include unsolicited and unwanted physical contact of a child or youth by another person.

 C.  Child abuse may also include non-touching behavior.

III.  Policies, Procedures and Guidelines

A.  Adults should refrain from any and all unsolicited contact with a child or youth.  It is not the 
intent of this policy to have adults shrink from contact initiated by a child or youth, however, the 
adult should endeavor to limit the extent of the contact generally (i.e. limit the contact to 
handshakes or “safe” hugs as opposed to full hugs).

B.  Adults should strive to avoid and to not allow for any situations in which an adult is alone 
with a child or youth.   The purpose of this guideline is for the general protection of the child and for 
the protection of the adult from unfounded and unwitnessed allegations.



IV.  Supervision of Children and Youth

A.  The Two Adult Rule:  All workers,  volunteers, and members should avoid being alone in a 
one-on-one situation with children and/or youth not in their family.

B.  When supervising children ages birth to third grade, a minimum of two adults, age 19 and 
older, should be present.  

C.  The “two adults” working with children or youth may be from the same family.

D.  The young children who meet in the classroom with the restroom should use the restroom 
in the classroom.  If a teacher or volunteer must assist a child in the restroom the door to the 
restroom should remain open.  Every effort should be made to avoid a situation where one teacher/
volunteer and one child are alone in the restroom.

E. Special attention will be given to planning and carrying out activities that involve children 
and youth in overnight stays, on or off Church property.  Adequate adult supervision, appropriate 
separation of sexes, and other precautions will be taken.  All adult chaperons must clear the 
appropriate screening procedures before being allowed to participate.  Sleeping arrangements will 
be made to avoid one adult and one child being in a room alone except for family members.

F.  Any questionable conduct between a worker/volunteer/member and a child or youth will be 
investigated and addressed promptly.

G. Training in understanding,  preventing, recognizing, and reporting suspected child abuse 
will be provided as available.  Workers in children and youth programs will  be required to 
participate in this training.

IV.  Reporting

A.  New Mexico child abuse reporting laws make it mandatory to report child abuse.  It is the 
policy of Celebration Baptist Church to encourage immediate reporting of all incidents or suspected 
incidents of child abuse.  The worker/volunteer/member witnessing an incident or being made 
aware of an incident shall  immediately notify a member of the Church staff, a trustee, or a deacon 
who shall in turn immediately report to the Pastor who shall make a report to the proper state 
authorities. State of New Mexico Children, Youth and Families Department, 1–800–797–3260.  
 

Parents or guardians of a child or youth complaining of any type of abuse should report it to a 
church staff member, trustee, or deacon.

B.  All allegations will be taken seriously.  Privacy and confidentiality will be maintained to the 
greatest possible degree.  Full cooperation will be given to law enforcement authorities.

C.  The Pastor (and/or Church leadership) will attempt to address the issue in an expeditious 
and reasonable manner to the satisfaction of the child, the parents or guardians,  and the adult.  If 
there is a serious allegation the Pastor or his delegate will contact the proper authorities. 

D.  Any adult involved in an incidence or incidences with a child or youth may be counseled, 
disciplined, or brought before the Church body at the discretion of the Pastor after consultation with 
the Church trustees, deacons, and/or legal counsel as appropriate. 



E. The Church will exercise care to treat the accused person fairly.  If an allegation of child 
abuse is supported by evidence sufficient to cause reasonable concern with the Pastor, then the 
alleged offender, whether employee, worker, volunteer, or member, shall be suspended 
immediately from all  Church duties involving minors until such time as the allegations are cleared 
or substantiated.  Privacy and confidentiality will be preserved to the greatest extent possible.  


